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CRA 

Icon Clinical Research 

 

Heather Bloemhard 

Associate Director 

Federal Relations 

Vanderbilt University 

 

Megan Boehnke 

Director 

Executive Communications 

University of Tennessee, Knoxville 

 

Robert Bogart 

Executive Team 

Extreme Steel, Inc. 

 

Jaida Boggerty 

Communications and  

Marketing Specialist 

Michigan Workforce Training and 

Education Collaborative 

 

Mark Bogle 

Vice President 

Global Operations Excellence 

Eastman Chemical 

 

Dennis Bona 

Director of Workforce Education 

Michigan Workforce Training and 

Education Collaborative 

 

Bob Booker 

Director 

North America Government Relations 

DENSO International America, Inc. 

 

Randy Boyd 

President 

University of Tennessee System 

 

Steven Bridges 

Manager of Photography 

University of Tennessee, Knoxville 

 

Brian Brockman 

Vice President 

Corporate Communications 

Nissan 

 

Chad Brooks 

Vice Provost 

Austin Peay State University 

 

Jamari Brown 

Director of Economic and Community 

Development 

Nashville Mayor's Office 

 

Sarah Burnett 

Chief of Staff 

Tennessee Chamber of Commerce 

 

David Butler 

Vice Provost - Research and  

Dean, CGS 

Middle Tennessee State University 

 



Participants | Competitiveness Conversations Across America: Tennessee 

April 25 & 26, 2024 

Page 5 of 16 

Contact Chad Evans, Executive Vice President, Council on Competitiveness, to request 

contact information. Contact information will not be shared without first receiving the 

individual’s permission.  

Judith Byrd 

Executive Director 
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Capital Association 
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Oak Ridge National Laboratory 
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Lindsey Cox 

CEO 
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Eddie Cribbs 

Executive Director 

Auxiliary Services 
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Director 

Center for Advanced  
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Buddy Eller 

Vice President of Communications 

Tennessee Valley Authority 
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Director of Economic Development 
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Greater Smokies Region 

 

Katherine Evans 

Division Director  

Computational Sciences and 

Engineering Division 

Oak Ridge National Laboratory 

 

Victor Evans 

Vice President 

Poplar Group 

 

Patricia Falcone 

Deputy Director for  

Science and Technology 

Lawrence Livermore  

National Laboratory 

 

Chris Fall 

Vice President 

Applied Sciences 

The MITRE Corporation 

 

Isaac Fowler 

Senior Producer 

Office of  

Communications & Marketing 

University of Tennessee, Knoxville 

 

Handel Fraser 

Executive Director 

RMTC 

Kellogg Community College 

 

Mike Freeman 

CEO and General Partner 

Innosphere Ventures 

 

Jermaine Freeman 

Chief of Staff 

City of Chattanooga 

 

Jennifer Fritts 

Director of Corporate Relations 

University of Tennessee at Chattanooga 

 

Karen Gandy 

Senior Program Manager 

Office of the CEO 

Tennessee Valley Authority 

 

Marc Gibson 

Associate Vice Chancellor for 

Research, Innovation and  

Economic Development 

University of Tennessee, Knoxville 
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Associate Dean 

College of Professional &  

Liberal Studies 

University of Memphis 

 

Michail Gkolias 

Engineer 

University of Memphis 

 

Steve Goetz 
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Carly Grace 

Manager 

Mobility Initiatives 

MICHauto (Detroit Regional Chamber) 
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Nick Grimstad 

Sales Operations Director 

Schneider Electric 

 

Travis Groth 

Vice President 

Economic Development 

Maury County Chamber and  

Economic Alliance 

 

Linda Haddad 

Dean  

College of Nursing 

University of Memphis 

 

Bill Hagerty 

United States Senator (R-TN) 

 

William Haldeman 

Vice Chancellor and  

Chief Strategy Officer 

University of Pittsburgh 

 

Rob Harlow 

Senior Manager 
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DENSO International America, Inc. 

 

Kristopher Harris 

Director 

Connected Car Services and  

Mobility PMO 
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State & Local Government Affairs 

Ford Motor Company 
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Chairman and CEO 
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Representative, District 59 

Tennessee State Legislature 

 

Michael Hendrix 

Policy Director 

Office of Governor Bill Lee 

 

Victoria Hirschberg 
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Tennessee Department of  

Economic & Community Development 

 

Jane Hirtle 
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Vanderbilt University 
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Vice President 
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Tennessee Valley Authority 

 

Robert Hoskins 

Executive Director 
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Jenny Howard 

Deputy Commissioner 

Tennessee Department of  

Environment and Conservation 

 

Susan Hubbard 

Deputy Director of  

Science & Technology 

Oak Ridge National Laboratory 
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Laurie Huber 

Project Manager 

Workforce Intelligence Network 

 

Don Hutchison 

Dean  

Engineering & Advanced Technology 

Macomb Community College 

 

Cara Ince 

Director of Research &  

Innovation Public Partnerships 

Vanderbilt University 

 

Donna Ingles 

CTTC  

Director of Operations 

Vanderbilt University 

 

Ioannis Ioannou 

Graduate Student 

University of Memphis 

 

Paul Jennings 

Executive Director 

UT Center for Industrial Services 

 

Jennifer Johnson 

Director of Research Marketing 

University of Tennessee, Knoxville 

 

Curtis Johnson 

Vice President for Administration 

Tennessee State University 

 

Chris Jones 

President/CEO 

Middle Tennessee Electric 

 

Kadi Jones 

Vice President 

Economic Development 

Nashville Area Chamber of Commerce 

Ashish Joshi 

Dean 

School of Public Health 

University of Memphis 

 

Joe Kaczmarek 

Talent Solutions Specialist 

Michigan Economic  

Development Corporation 

 

Trish Kaye 

Assistant Producer 

Office of  

Communications & Marketing 

University of Tennessee, Knoxville 

 

Lynn Kearns 

Argonne National Laboratory 

 

Paul Kearns 

Director 

Argonne National Laboratory 

 

Tim Kelly 

Mayor, City of Chattanooga 

 

Ben Khouri 

Director of Executive Communications 

Vanderbilt University 

 

Darcy Kimmett 

HR 

Ford Motor Company 

 

Indya Kincannon 

Mayor, City of Knoxville 

 

Jonathan King 

Director 

Workforce Development 

Southern Company 
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Betsey Kirk McCall 

President and CEO 

Seven States Power Corporation 

 

Eric Kopstain 

Vice Chancellor 

Administration 

Vanderbilt University 

 

Maha Krishnamurthy 

President 

UT Research Foundation 

 

Saso Krstovski 

Workforce Development 

Oakland Community College 

 

Mandy Lalrindiki 

Assistant Director  

Innovation and Design Strategy 

The Wond'ry 

Vanderbilt University 

 

Madeline Langub 

Executive Coordinator 

Government & Community Relations 

Vanderbilt University 

 

Amy Lee 

President 

MWTEC 

 

Bill Lee 

Governor of Tennessee 

 

Lyndon Lie 

Executive Vice President &  

Chief Engineering Officer 

Volkswagen Group of America 

 

Susie Long 

Senior Vice President 

Talent, Engagement,  

Organization and Culture 

Bridgestone Americas 

 

Janice Lovell 

Director 

Grants & Foundation Relations 

Trevecca Nazarene University 

 

John Lutz 

Vice Chancellor 

Development and Alumni Relations 

Vanderbilt University 

 

Justin Maierhofer 

Regional Vice President 

Tennessee Valley Authority 

 

Hendrik Mainka 

Senior Project Lead 

Volkswagen Group of America 

 

Wolfgang Maluche 

Vice President, Engineering 

Volkswagen Group of America 

 

Reinhold Mann 

Vice Chancellor for Research 

The University of Tennessee at 

Chattanooga 

 

David Mansouri 

President & CEO 

TN State Collaborative on Reforming 

Education 

 

Leon Martinez 

Vice President and CHRO Americas 

Nissan 
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Scott Massey 

Chairman and CEO 

Global Action Platform 

 

Marcus Matthews 

Assistant Vice President  

Workforce & Economic Development 

Mott Community College 

 

Jason Maynard 

Executive Vice President 

Oracle 

 

Kim McCormick 

Executive Vice Chancellor 

Tennessee Board of Regents 

 

Victoria McCoy 

Field Representative 

Office of Congressman Mark Green 

 

Rachel McGinnis 

Director  

Office of Research and  

Sponsored Programs 

Middle Tennessee State University 

 

Elizabeth McKay 

Government Affairs 

Nissan 

 

David Mills 

Director 

Health Sciences, Gov. 

Relations/Advocacy 

University of Tennessee System 

 

Sabya Mishra 

Professor 

University of Memphis 

 

Lindsey Moloney 

Director of Operations 

The Wond'ry 

Vanderbilt University 

 

Stacy Moore 

Director of Strategic End User Business 

Schneider Electric 

 

Brittany Mosby 

Director of HBCU Success 

Tennessee Higher  

Education Commission 

 

Elias Murray 

Group Leader for Protocol 

Los Alamos National Laboratory 

 

Mike Nelson 

Vice President 

Council on Competitiveness 

 

Kenneth Nichols 

Project Manager, School of Business, 

Entrepreneurship, and  

Professional Development 

Henry Ford Community College 

 

Sam Nienow 

District Director 

Office of Congressman Mark Green 

 

Lori Odom 

Senior Vice President 

Economic Development /  

International Business 

Nashville Area Chamber of Commerce 

 

Kent Ohara 

President 4R & Battery Business 

Nissan 
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Okenwa Okoli 

Dean 

Herff College of Engineering 

University of Memphis 

 

Katie Ottenweller 

Southeast Lead 

Energy Policy & Markets 

Google 

 

David Owens 

Executive Director 

The Wond'ry 

Vanderbilt University 

 

Sally Parish 

Associate Vice President 

Educational Initiatives 

University of Memphis 

 

Josh Parker 

Chairman and CEO 

Ancora L&G 

 

Sally Parker 

Associate Vice Chancellor 

Strategy and Operations 

Vanderbilt University 

 

Julie Parks 

Dean 

School of Workforce Training 

Grand Rapids Community College 

 

McCauley Parks 

Manager 

Strategic Engagement 

University of Tennessee, Knoxville 

 

Michael Pedrotti 

Vice President 

Deloitte 

 

Alison Petersen 

Director 

Mobility Initiatives 

Washtenaw Community College 

 

Dean Pighin 

Director 

Filtration Innovation Center 

Parker Hannifin Corporation 

 

Lindsay Porter 

Office of the Joint Global COO  

Vice President 

Bridgestone Americas 

 

Todd Pray 

Chief Strategic Partnerships Officer 

Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory 

 

Shashank Priya 

Vice President 

Research and Innovation 

University of Minnesota 

 

Sara Pruneski 

Director 

Hall Strategies 

 

Makayla Puckett 

Executive Digital Media Coordinator 

University of Tennessee, Knoxville 

 

Quincy Quick 

Associate Vice President 

Research and Sponsored Programs 

Tennessee State University 

 

Holly Rachel 

Executive Director 

Darrell S. Freeman Sr.  

Incubation and Innovation Center 
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Liliana Ramirez 

Global Director 

Workforce Development 

Ford Motor Company 

 

Art Rebrovick 

Founder 

Compass Executives 

 

Chris Reed 

Regional Senior Vice President 

Research & Development 

Nissan 

 

Darren Reisberg 

Senior Counselor to the Chancellor 

Vanderbilt University 

 

Linda Ricchiuti 

Executive Director 

Edson Entrepreneurship &  

Innovation Institute 

Arizona State University 

 

Pete Risse 

Associate Dean 

Boise State University 

 

Julie Roberts 

Chief Academic Officer 

Tennessee Higher Education 

Commission 

 

Collier Roberts 

Project Manager 

Government & Community Relations 

Vanderbilt University 

 

Christopher Rowe 

Executive Director for  

Industry Collaborations 

Vanderbilt University 

 

Krishnendu Roy 

Dean of Engineering 

Vanderbilt University 

 

Cleo Rucker 

Associate Vice Chancellor and  

Chief Human Resources Officer 

Vanderbilt University 

 

Bernie Savarese 

Vice President 

Academic Affairs and Research 

University of Tennessee System 

 

Sydney Savion 

Vice Chancellor for People,  

Culture and Belonging 

Vanderbilt University 

 

John Schmisseur 

Executive Director 

UT Space Institute 

University of Tennessee, Knoxville 

 

Amity Schuyler 

Chief Innovation Officer 

Senior Vice President –  

Workforce Development 

Greater Memphis Chamber 

 

Brooke Scott 

Compliance and Economic 

Development Analyst 

Magna 

 

Matt Seaton 

Director 

Corporate Partnerships 

Vanderbilt University 
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Brittany Sever Stone 

Director 

Talent Acquisition Americas 

Nissan 

 

Anil Shanker 

Senior Vice President 

Research and Innovation 

Meharry Medical College 

 

Gene Shanks 

Trustee 

Vanderbilt University 

 

David Sholl 

Interim Executive Director 

University of Tennessee-Oak Ridge 

Innovation Institute 

 

Dakota Simpson 

Vice President 

Programs 

Nashville Entrepreneur Center 

 

Jeff Sisk 

Executive Director 

Workforce Development 

Tennessee Board of Regents 

 

Christian Smith 

Predictive Analytics  

Practice Area Lead 

LMI 

 

Jesse Smith 

Manager 

Industrial Partnerships and  

Economic Development 

Oak Ridge National Laboratory 

 

Monica Smith 

Assistant to the President 

Community Engagement & Inclusion 

Middle Tennessee State University 

 

Narendran Sooriyaprabha 

TA to Chairperson Nissan Americas 

Nissan 

 

Jonathan Sprinkle 

Professor 

Computer Science 

Vanderbilt University 

 

Jess Steen 

Communications Strategist, 

Government & Community Relations 

Vanderbilt University 

 

Jim Stefansic 

Senior Director 

Corporate Development 

Cumberland Emerging Technologies 

 

Melissa Stooksbury 

Deputy State Director 

Office of Senator Hagerty 

 

Braden Stover 

Legislative Director 

Tennessee Department of Economic & 

Community Development 

 

Camilla Stringfellow 

Director 

Corporate Partnerships 

Vanderbilt University 

 

Jay Strobino 

Field Representative 

Office of US Senator Marsha 

Blackburn 
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Michael Sullivan 

State Director 

Office of Senator Hagerty 

 

Beth Tarcza 

Chief of Staff 

Oak Ridge Associated Universities 

 

Ken Tarcza 

Chief of Staff 

Oak Ridge Associated Universities 

 

Andrew Tavi 

Senior Vice President 

Corporate and External Affairs 

Nissan 

 

Lindsay Theobald, CEcD 

CEO 

Obion County Joint Economic 

Development Corporation 

 

Laura Thero 

Associate Dean 

Engineering Technology 

Macomb Community College 

 

Maddie Thomas 

Coordinator 

Mobility Initiatives 

MICHauto (Detroit Regional Chamber) 

 

Deniece Thomas 

Commissioner 

Tennessee Department of Labor & 

Workforce Development 

 

Hadley Thomas 

Deputy Chief of Staff 

Purdue University 

 

Ted Townsend 

President & CEO 

Greater Memphis Chamber 

 

Abby Trotter 

Partner 

Hall Strategies 

 

Schyler Turrin 

Executive Projects 

Government & Community Relations 

Vanderbilt University 

 

Dawn Turton 

Chief of Staff 

Vanderbilt University 

 

Flora Tydings 

Chancellor 

Tennessee Board of Regents 

 

Alexa Voytek 

Deputy Director 

Office of Energy Programs 

Tennessee Department of Environment 

and Conservation 

 

Robert Wagner 

Associate Laboratory Director 

Oak Ridge National Laboratory 

 

David Walker 

President, CEO 

Astra Consulting, LLC 

 

Jay Walsh 

Vice President 

Economic Development and Innovation 

University of Illinois 
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Jennifer Webster 

Chief of Staff 

Office of Research 

University of Tennessee, Knoxville 

 

Will West 

Target Market Specialist 

Tennessee Valley Authority 

 

Josh Westerhold 

Senior Manager, Mobility 

Nissan Americas 

 

Mary Ellen Wiederwohl 

President & CEO 

Accelerator for America 

 

George Wilson 

Interim Director 

Economic and New Venture 

Development 

Vanderbilt University 

 

Brian Wirth 

Governor's Chair Professor 

University of Tennessee, Knoxville 

 

Patrick Withrow 

EPIC Consortium  

Administrative Manager 

Michigan Workforce Training and 

Education Collaborative 

 

Lydia Witty 

Investor 

Frist Cressey Ventures 

 

Patrick Woehrle 

Division Leader 

Communications & External Affairs 

Los Alamos National Laboratory 

 

Dan Work 

Associate Professor 

Civil and Environmental Engineering 

Vanderbilt University 

 

Michael Wright 

Manager 

HR Business Partnership 

Ford Motor Company 

 

Lee Zachos 

Chief of Staff 

Argonne National Laboratory 
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Chief Economic Development Office 
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