Competitiveness Conversations Across America

ﬁ MORGAN

STATE UNIVERSITY

Participants List

@

UNIVERSITY OF

MARYLAND

DI

Compete.

Council on
Competitiveness

Competitiveness Conversations Across America:

Maryland — Existential New Technologies of the Next
Decade: Al and Quantum

As of February 5, 2026

Co-Hosts

Dr. Darryll J. Pines
President
University of Maryland, College Park

Dr. David K. Wilson
President
Morgan State University

Hon. Deborah L. Wince-Smith

President and CEO
Council on Competitiveness

© 2026 Council on Competitiveness

Participants

Ms. Maricruz Abarca

Chief of Staff

Office of Maryland State Delegate Gary
Simmons

Dr. Renu Ahuja
Lecturer
Morgan State University

Dr. Rashada Alexander

Director

Fellowship Programs

American Association for the Advancement
of Science (AAAS)

Dr. Akanksha Anand
Assistant Professor
Morgan State University

Dr. Abimbola Asojo

Dean and Professor

School of Architecture and Planning
Morgan State University



Competitiveness Conversations Across America | Participants

Dr. Eugene Bae
Director

Technology Policy

U.S. Department of State

Dr. Joshua Baron

Deputy Chief Strategy

Office of the Under Secretary of War for
Research and Engineering

Department of War

Dr. Oscar Barton
Dean
Morgan State University

Dr. John Beieler

Executive Director

Applied Research Lab for Intelligence and
Security

University of Maryland

Prof. Krishna Bista
Professor
Morgan State University

Mr. Harry Bhandari
Delegate
Office of Delegate Harry Bhandari

Mr. Taylor Black

Director

Al and Venture Ecosystems

Office of the Chief Technology Officer
Microsoft

Founding Director

Interdisciplinary Institute on Al and
Emerging Technologies

The Catholic University of America

Mr. Latane Brackett

Innovation Program Manager
Jackson State University

© 2026 Council on Competitiveness

Dr. John Brandau

Director

Research Administration Operations
Morgan State University

Dr. Nick Bronn
Global Strategic Research Development
IBM Quantum

Ms. Brown Brown
Associate Vice President
College of Southern Maryland

Dr. Joseph Broz
Vice President
IBM Quantum

Dr. Royce Burnett

Dean

Graves School of Business and
Management

Morgan State University

Dr. Rezlind Bushati
CEO
PhaseShift

Dr. Maxim Bushuev
Interim Department Chair
Morgan State University

Dr. Gretchen Campbell

Associate Vice President

Quantum Research and Education
University of Maryland, College Park

Mr. Stefan Cap

Head of Business Development, North
America

Riverlane



Competitiveness Conversations Across America | Participants

Ms. Susan Cargill-Collura
Account Executive
Cisco

Dr. Dean Chang
Chief Innovation Officer
University of Maryland

Dr. Allen Chong

Counsellor

Science, Technology, Innovation
Embassy of Canada

Dr. Gamaliel Cherry
Instructional Technologist
Performance Edge Solutions
National Aeronautics and Space
Administration

Ms. Candace Culhane
Senior Advisor
Council on Competitiveness

Mr. Brian Darmody

Chief Strategy Officer

Association of University Research Parks
(AURP)

Mr. Dwayne Deloatch
Strategic Operations Director
Morgan State University

Ms. Catherine Didion
Executive Director
Boise State University

Dr. Mary Dunaway

Associate Professor

Information Science and Systems
Morgan State University

© 2026 Council on Competitiveness

Ms. Kathryn Dyson

STEM Resource Specialist
Professional Development Center for
Excellence in Mathematics and Science
Education

Morgan State University

Mr. Gage Ealey
Senior Field Sales Engineer
ASCO

Mr. Chad Evans

Executive Vice President
Chief Operating Officer
Council on Competitiveness

Ms. Ellen Flowers-Fields

Vice President

Continuing Education and Workforce
College of Southern Maryland

Dr. Wayne Frederick
Interim President
Howard University

Mr. Jonas Furukrona
CEO
WD Advance Materials

Dr. Mark Garrison

Dean

School of Graduate Studies
Morgan State University

Prof. Uttam Gaulee
Professor
Morgan State University

Ms. Sara Gavin

Director

Research Communications
University of Maryland



Competitiveness Conversations Across America | Participants

Dr. Erwin Gianchandani
Assistant Director

Technology, Innovation, and Partnerships

Directorate

National Science Foundation

Ms. Deborah Gordon
Senior Advisor

Longview Fusion Energy Systems

Prof. Alexey Gorshkov
Adjunct Professor
University of Maryland
Physicist

NIST

Prof. Samuel Graham
Dean

Engineering

University of Maryland

Dr. Mohammad Hafezi
Minta Martin Professor
University of Maryland

Ms. Christine Hagan
Associate Director
Federal Relations
University of Maryland

Mr. Kwanza Hall
Chairman
Develop Fulton

Mr. Nicholas Hamilton

Business Acceleration Leader

Cisco

Dr. DaMaris Hill

Chair and Professor of English

Morgan State University

© 2026 Council on Competitiveness

Dr. Joan Hoffmann
Mission Area Executive
Johns Hopkins Applied Physical Laboratory

Mr. Gaku lwamura
Deputy Director
Japan Science and Technology Agency

Dr. Bruce Jarrell
President
University of Maryland, Baltimore

Prof. Mansoureh Jeihani
Director

SMARTER Center
Morgan State University

Prof. Jackie Jones

Dean

School of Global Journalism and
Communication

Morgan State University

Mr. Adam Jumba
Founder
Framewell

Dr. Farin Kamangar
Associate Vice President for Research
Morgan State University

Dr. Nkem Khumbah
Deputy Director
African Academy of Sciences

Dr. Scott Knoche
Director
Morgan State University PEARL



Competitiveness Conversations Across America | Participants

Dr. James Kushmerick

Director

Physical Measurement Laboratory
National Institute of Standards and
Technology

Dr. Mike Lebson
Senior Advisor
Department of State

Mr. Matthew Lee
Senior Grant and Contract Manager
Morgan State University

Dr. Pilhwa Lee
Faculty
Morgan State University

Ms. Deshun Li

Research Development Budget Specialist
Office of Research Administration
Morgan State University

Dr. Zheng Li
Assistant Professor
Morgan State University

Mr. Andy Lin
Chief Technology Officer
Mark Il Systems

Dr. Norbert Linke
Director of QLab
University of Maryland, College Park

Dr. Larry Liu

Assistant Professor of Sociology
Morgan State University

© 2026 Council on Competitiveness

Dr. Paul Lopata

Visiting Research Scientist

Applied Research Laboratory for
Intelligence and Security (ARLIS)
University of Maryland, College Park

Dr. Dennis Lucarelli
CEO
Error Corp.

Dr. Shirley Malcom
Member

Board of Trustees
Morgan State University

Dr. Francesca Manzella
Science Policy Advisor
British Embassy

Mr. William Mapp

Al Research Architect

Center for Equitable Al and Machine
Learning Systems

Dr. Andre Marshall

Vice President for Research, Innovation,
and Economic Impact

George Mason University

Dr. Craig Martell

Vice President

Chief Technology Officer
Lockheed Martin

Mr. Niccolo de Masi
President and CEO
lonQ

Dr. Willie May

Vice President

Research and Economic Development
Morgan State University



Competitiveness Conversations Across America | Participants

Dr. Victor McCrary

Vice President for Research
Catholic University of America
Chair

National Science Board

Ms. Virginia Meehan
Executive Director
Government Relations
University of Maryland

Ms. Holly Mercer
Dean

Libraries

University of Maryland

Dr. Andrew Merkle

Department Head

Research and Exploratory Development
Johns Hopkins University Applied Physics
Lab

Ms. Poline Mirithu
Grants and Contract Manager
Morgan State University

Mr. Ryan Mobley
Training and Communications Coordinator
Morgan State University

Mr. Nathaniel Moulton
Government Affairs Manager
IQM Quantum Computers

Dr. Richard Muller
Senior Vice President
Federal Technical Lead
lonQ Quantum

Prof. Maajida Murdock
Adjunct Professor of Physics
Morgan State University

© 2026 Council on Competitiveness

Dr. Tramar Murdock
Adjunct Professor
Coppin State University

Ms. Elizabeth Muse
Client Relationship Manager
Deloitte

Dr. M’bare N'gom
Dean

College of Liberal Arts
Morgan State University

Mr. Mike Nelson
Vice President
Council on Competitiveness

Mr. Torben Orla Nielsen
Counselor

Science and Innovation
Embassy of Denmark

Dr. Kofi Nyarko

Director

Center for Equitable Al and ML Systems
Morgan State University

Dr. Patrick O'Shea
Vice President

Chief Research Officer
University of Maryland

Prof. Birol Ozturk
Associate Professor
Morgan State University

Dr. Sudip Parikh

CEO

American Association for the Advancement
of Science (AAAS)



Competitiveness Conversations Across America | Participants

Mr. Jim Pastoriza
Partner
TDF Ventures

Dr. Mark Peters
President and CEO
MITRE

Dr. Ken Porter

Executive Director

UM Ventures

University of Maryland, College Park

Ms. Monica Poulard-Hawkins

Founder

Managing Partner

Professional Pipeline Development Group

Ms. Ursula Powidzki
Senior Vice President
Ancora Partners

Dr. Glenda Prime

Dean

School of Education and Urban Studies
Morgan State University

Dr. Pam Queen

Maryland House Delegate
Maryland General Assembly, House
Delegate

Dr. Padma Raghavan
Chancellor's Executive Director
Science and Technology Strategy
Vanderbilt University

Dr. Sanjay Rai

Secretary of Higher Education
Maryland Higher Education Commission

© 2026 Council on Competitiveness

Dr. Beth Rheingold
President and CEO
Greater Baltimore Chamber of Commerce

Dr. Kevin Rice

Vice President
Planning and Strategy
Colby College

Dr. Jennifer King Rice

Senior Vice President

Provost

University of Maryland, College Park

Dr. Steven Rolston
Professor and Chair
University of Maryland

Mr. Jon Rosenberger

Director

Business Development

International Brotherhood of Electrical
Workers (IBEW)

Mr. Jay Rossello
Vice President

Legal Affairs
University of Maryland

Dr. Stephen Roth

Associate Provost

Dean

University of Maryland, College Park

Dr. Stephen Roth

Associate Provost

Dean

University of Maryland, College Park



Competitiveness Conversations Across America | Participants

Dr. Walter Royal
Professor

Director

Brain Health Center
Morgan State University

Dr. Kasra Sardashti

Assistant Research Professor of Physics

Principal Investigator
Laboratory for Physical Sciences
University of Maryland, College Park

Mr. Scott Satterlee

International Representative
Business Development

International Brotherhood of Electrical
Workers (IBEW)

Dr. John Sawyer

Director

Strategic Research Initiatives
University of Maryland, College Park

Mr. Asad Shaikh
President and CEO
Sequoia Concepts

Ms. Shruti Sharma
Research Associate
CSIS

Dr. Robert Shepard
Principal
The Shepard Institute (TSI), LLC

Ms. Shamon Shine-Lee

Budget Officer

Office of Research Administration
Morgan State University

Ms. Beth Simmons

© 2026 Council on Competitiveness

Mr. Gary Simmons
State Legislator
Maryland House of Delegates

Dr. Phillip Singerman, Sr.

Advisor

Center for Strategic and International
Studies

Dr. Stan Smith

Managing Director

Discovery Fund and Terrapin Fund
University of Maryland, College Park
Dr. Bhanu Sood

Chief Technologist

NASA Goddard Space Flight Center

Prof. Michael Spencer
Professor
Morgan State University

Dr. Ankur Srivastava
Director

Semiconductor Initiative
University of Maryland

Dr. Corey Stambaugh
Director
Capital of Quantum

Mr. Tim Stockwell

Director

Advanced Research Informatics
Thermo Fisher Scientific

Dr. Timothy Summers
Vice President
Information Technology
Chief Information Officer
Morgan State University



Competitiveness Conversations Across America | Participants

Dr. Alexandra Surcel
Legislative & Science Policy Analyst
National Science Board Office (NSBO/NSF)

Mr. Albert Sweets

Director

External Research Partnerships
Morgan State University

Dr. Paul Tchounwou

Dean

School of Computer, Mathematical, and
Natural Sciences

Morgan State University

Mr. Hideki Tomoshige

Fellow

Center for Strategic and International
Studies

Dr. Jamal Uddin
Professor

Director

Center for Nanotechnology
Coppin State University

Mr. Ken Ulman

Chief Strategy Officer
Economic Development
University of Maryland

Dr. Don-Terry Veal

Vice President

State and Federal Relations
Chief of Staff

Morgan State University

Mr. Phil Vogel

Business Development Executive
IBM

© 2026 Council on Competitiveness

Ms. Beth Wainwright
Immediate Past President
ARCS Foundation, Inc.

Dr. Paul Wang

Director and Chair
Computer Science
Morgan State University

Dr. Gregory Washington
President
George Mason University

Dr. Gabriella Waters
Director

Center of Responsible Al
Virginia State University

Mr. Joseph Wells

Director

Masters Programs

Earl G. Graves School of Business and
Management

Morgan State University

Ms. Jennifer Whitted
PREP Program Coordinator
Morgan State University

Mr. Leonard Woody
Senior Director

Prof. Shuhui Yang
Professor
Purdue University Northwest

Dr. Hongtao Yu

Provost

Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs
Morgan State University



Competitiveness Conversations Across America | Participants

Prof. Chenn Zhou
Professor
Purdue University Northwest

© 2026 Council on Competitiveness 10



	Participants List
	Competitiveness Conversations Across America:


