Participants List

CSanDi
UCSanDiego 55

Compete.

Council on
Competitiveness

Competitiveness Conversations Across America:

San Diego

Building the Next Economy’s Strategic Innovation Stack —
Compute, Al, Energy, Bio, Autonomy, and Security

Co-Hosts

Dr. Pradeep K. Khosla
Chancellor, UC San Diego

Joan and Irwin Jacobs Chancellor’'s
Endowed Chair

The Hon. Deborah L. Wince-Smith

President and CEO
Council on Competitiveness

© 2026 Council on Competitiveness

Participants

Mr. Avinash Adusumilli
Systems and Operations Director
ThinkSmart

Dr. Ludmil Alexandrov

Professor

Department of Bioengineering
Department of Cellular and Molecular
Medicine

UC San Diego

Ms. Stacey Alibozek
UC San Diego



Competitiveness Conversations Across America — San Diego | Participants

Dr. Sarah Allard
Executive Director
Soil Health Center
UC San Diego

Dr. Roberto Alvarez
Executive Director

Global Federation of Competitiveness
Councils (GFCC)

Dr. Brian Anderson

Director

Office of Institutional Strategic Plan
Oak Ridge National Laboratory

Mrs. Christie Anderson
CEO
Anderson Strategy Consulting

Ms. Maria Anguiano
Chair
UC Board of Regents

Mrs. Raquel Aparicio

Director

Student Outreach and Engagement
UC San Diego

Dr. Kiana Aran

Professor

Bioengineering and Bioelectronics
Jacobs School of Engineering

UC San Diego

Dr. Ali Arsanjani
Director

Google Cloud Al
Applied Al Engineering
Google

© 2026 Council on Competitiveness

Dr. Steven Ashby
Senior Vice President
Strategic Partnerships
Battelle

Dr. Bilgenur Baloglu
CEO
Clarity and Movement, Inc.

Mr. Ramadan Barasi
Information Systems Analyst
UC San Diego

Ms. Debra Bass

Director of Communications
Office of Research and Innovation
UC San Diego

Dr. Tahllee Baynard
Vice President
System Prototypes
Lockheed Martin

Ms. Karri Benjamin
Transformation Coach
UC San Diego Health

Mrs. Rachel Bereza
CEO
San Diego Workforce Partnership

Mr. Kenneth Bernabe
Global Manager
Macquarie Group

Dr. Dinesh Bharadia

Klein Gilhousen Chancellor's Endowed
Chair

UC San Diego



Competitiveness Conversations Across America — San Diego | Participants

Mr. Richard Billingham
Chief Operating Officer
Aston University (UK)

Mr. Mohamed Firouz bin Asnan
President and CEO
Universiti Teknologi PETRONAS

Dr. Krishna Bista
Professor
Morgan State University

Dr. Razvan Bologa
Professor
Bucharest University of Economic Studies

Dr. Valentina Bonito
Head of ASML US
Public-Private Partnerships
ASML

Dr. Javier Borau Garcia
Innovation Lead
Nitto Denko Technical Corp.

Dr. Gilbert Boswell
Radiologist

Clinical Professor
Radiology

UC San Diego

Mr. Latane Brackett
Innovation Program Manager
Jackson State University

Ms. Kathy Bridges
International Trade Specialist
U.S. Dept. of Comnerce

© 2026 Council on Competitiveness

Ms. Deb Bronston-Culp
Trustee
UC San Diego

Dr. Kimberly Budil
Laboratory Director
Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory

Mr. Andrew Bunker
Technology Commodity Manager
UC San Diego

Mr. Mark Cafferty

President and CEO

San Diego Regional Economic
Development Corporation

Dr. Victoria Cajipe
Associate Director (retired)
UC San Diego

Mr. Vincent Canada
CEO
Legends Del Mar, Inc.

Ms. Toni Carlo
Partner
VU Venture

Mr. Bernardo Chavez
Wealth Advisor
Stoic Technologies

Ms. Becky Deller
Director

MedTech Accelerator
UC San Diego

Dr. Martha Dennis
Principal
Gordian Knot



Competitiveness Conversations Across America — San Diego | Participants

Dr. Kirk Dombrowski

Vice President

Research and Economic Development
University of Vermont

Ms. Sasha Doppelt
Project Manager
UC San Diego

Ms. Lee Ellen Drechsler

Senior Vice President

Corporate Research and Development
The Procter & Gamble Company

Mr. Wil Dyer

Director

Corporate Affiliates Program
UC San Diego

Ms. Whitney Egan
Senior Executive Director of Development
UC San Diego

Mr. Karl Engelbach

Chief Strategy Officer

Chief of Staff

University of California, Davis

Mr. Chad Evans

Executive Vice President
Chief Operating Officer
Council on Competitiveness

Dr. Patricia Falcone

Deputy Director

Science and Technology

Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory

Mr. Kwaku Farkye
Founder
Afram Intelligence

© 2026 Council on Competitiveness

Mr. Mike Ferry

Research Director

Center for Energy Research
UC San Diego

Mr. Scott Fouse
Owner
Fouse Consulting Services

Mr. George Franck
Advanced Technology Lead
Navy - Fleet Readiness Center Southwest

Dr. Ryan Frisch
Director

Core Technologies
IFF

Ms. Ashley Gambhir
Executive Director
Transformation

UC San Diego Health

Ms. Cara Gannon

North American Lead

Public and Government Affairs
IFF

Ms. Sharon Gao

Assistant Vice President

Al Analytics and Data Engineering
XiFin

Prof. Javier Garay
Professor

Director

UC San Diego



Competitiveness Conversations Across America — San Diego | Participants

Mr. Jamie Gardner
WDB Chairperson
Workforce Development Board

Dr. Tommy Gardner
Chief Technology Officer
HP Federal

Mr. Andrew Garman
Chairman
San Diego Museum of Natural History

Ms. Courtney Giordano
Associate Chancellor
UC San Diego

Prof. Ann Giusti
Educator and Researcher
UC San Diego

Mr. Brahman Gnad

Research Program Business Manager
Center

Marine Biotechnology and Biomedicine
Scripps Institution of Oceanography
UC San Diego

Dr. Jeffrey Gold
President
University of Nebraska System

Ms. Deborah Gordon
Senior Advisor
Longview Fusion Energy Systems

Ms. Galina Graham
Founder
Regulatory for FemTech

© 2026 Council on Competitiveness

Ms. Alice Grgas

Associate Director

Corporate Affiliates Program
Jacobs School of Engineering
UC San Diego

Dr. Rajesh Gupta

Dean, Halicioglu School of Data Science
and Computing

Founding Director, HDSI

Distinguished Professor

Computer Science and Engineering, Data
Science

UC San Diego

Mrs. Shipha Gupta
Market Research Executive

Ms. Arina Hagelberg
Intern
Lumetec

Mr. Zaimizi Hamdani
Chief Operating Officer
Universiti Teknologi PETRONAS

Mr. Steve Hart
Co-founder
Viasat, Inc.

Mr. Lin Thu Hein
Executive Director
Atutu

Mr. Michael Heltzen
CEO
eXoZymes Inc.

Mr. James Hill
Regional Engagement Specialist
California Workforce Development Board



Competitiveness Conversations Across America — San Diego | Participants

Ms. Julie Hohl
Co-President
ARCS, Metro Washington

Mr. Scott Hollingshead
Chief Growth Officer
OpenGrowth.Ventures

Dr. Mojgan Hosseini
Medical Director
Anatomic Pathology
UC San Diego

Dr. S. Jack Hu
Chancellor
University of California, Riverside

Ms. Sherry Hu
Assistant Director
UC San Diego

Mr. Jerry Hultin
CEO and Founder
Global Futures Group, LLC

Ms. Amanda lzaguirre-Lumm
Program Manager
UC San Diego Extended Studies

Dr. Nate Jacobs
CEO
Sur Haus

Dr. Catriona Jamieson
Director

Sanford Stem Cell Institute
UC San Diego

Ms. Kamala Janiyani
Lecturer

California State University San Marcos

© 2026 Council on Competitiveness

Dr. Cynthia Jenks

Associate Laboratory Director
Physical Sciences

Oak Ridge National Laboratory

Ms. Maben Jimenez
Assistant General Manager
The Aerospace Corporation

Mr. Zachary Johnson
Director

Al Strategy

UC San Diego

Ms. Patricia Juza

Associate Dean

Executive Director

Division of Extended Studies
UC San Diego

Ms. Ania Kaminska
CEO
Worksters, Inc.

Mr. Daniel Kane

Director of Communications
Jacobs School of Engineering
UC San Diego

Dr. Alexander Khalessi
Chief Information Officer
UC San Diego Health

Dr. Sazzadur Khan
Business Development Manager
Nitto Denko Technical Corp.

Mr. Nimesh Khatri
Tech Lead
UC San Diego Health



Competitiveness Conversations Across America — San Diego | Participants

Mr. Jonathan King
Director

Workforce Development
Georgia Power Company

Mr. Luke Kirch
Investor

Dr. Kelly Kish
Associate Chancellor
Chief of Staff

UC San Diego

Mr. Richard Kiy
President and CEO
Institute of the Americas

Mr. Mike Krenn
Managing Director
Prebys Ventures

Dr. Anantha Krishnan
Senior Vice President
Energy Group

General Atomics

Mr. Ryan Kuder
Founder
Founders & Co.

Mr. Bill Kuncz

Startup Chief Financial Officer
Growth Lead

Countsy

Mr. Sonnen Labastilla
Jacobs Medical Center
UC San Diego

Dr. Benjamin Lam
UC San Diego

© 2026 Council on Competitiveness

Ms. Emily Lam
Student
UC San Diego

Mr. Daniel LaPel

Waste Determination and Compliance
Specialist

UC San Diego

Dr. Martin Latterich
CEO
SoKey Sciences

Mr. Lynn Laumann
Applications Programmer
UC San Diego Health

Ms. Geneva Le
Lab Manager
UC San Diego

Mrs. Anna Sabrina Leitner
Research Administrator
UC San Diego

Mx. Danielle Lewis
Strategy and Integration
Sanford Stem Cell Institute
UC San Diego

Ms. Anaya Lin
UC San Diego

Dr. Bill Lin

Professor

Electrical and Computer Engineering
Associate Dean for Research

UC San Diego



Competitiveness Conversations Across America — San Diego | Participants

Dr. Laurie Locascio

President and CEO

American National Standards Institute
(ANSI)

Mr. Gary Lyons

Vice President

Engineering

Business eXploration and Development
Sony Electronics

Dr. Liz Lyons

Associate Professor

School of Global Policy and Strategy
UC San Diego

Dr. Miguel Athayde Marques
Vice Rector and Professor
Universidade Catdlica

Ms. Phyllis Marquitz

Senior Vice President

Regulatory, Sustainability and Public Affairs
IFF

Ms. Leslie McDermott
Senior Director
International Development
ANSI

Ms. Ann McMahon
Senior Director
Council on Competitiveness

Mrs. Olivia Meyer
Technology Analyst
Nitto Denko Technical

Dr. Kiana Miyamoto

Director of Life Sciences
Connect

© 2026 Council on Competitiveness

Dr. Alan Moazzam
Physician
UC San Diego

Dr. Prabhas Moghe
President
The University of Texas at Dallas

Miss Sakshi Mohta
Student
UC San Diego

Dr. Anton Monk
Senior Vice President
Technology Strategy
Cohere Technologies

Mr. Alvaro Montano
Account Executive
Fruit Growers Supply

Mr. Nick Mourlas
Investment Partner
ReefHaven Ventures

Dr. Juan Sanchez Muinoz
Chancellor
UC Merced

Dr. Mmboneni Muofhe

Deputy Director-General

Department of Science, Technology and
Innovation

South Africa

Mr. Takeshi Nakano
President
Nitto Denko Technical Corporation

Mr. Mike Nelson
Vice President
Council on Competitiveness



Competitiveness Conversations Across America — San Diego | Participants

Mr. Matt Newsome
Strategic Advisor
Cubic Transportation Systems

Mr. Cody Noghera

Chief Corporate Relations Officer
Jacobs School of Engineering
UC San Diego

Mr. Dan Noyes
Corporate Affairs and Communications
The Aerospace Corporation

Mr. Christopher Nyce
Director of Economic Competitiveness
Institute of the Americas

Dr. Rosibel Ochoa
Associate Vice Chancellor
UC Riverside

Mr. Arthur O'Donnell
Senior Analyst
The Energy Overseer

Dr. Chiedu Ogbechie

Clinical Documentation Improvement
Jacobs Medical Center

UC San Diego

Ms. Mika Ono

Director of Communications
Qualcomm Institute

UC San Diego

Dr. Mark Orams

Deputy Vice-Chancellor

Research

Auckland University of Technology (AUT)

© 2026 Council on Competitiveness

Dr. Jason Paragas
CEO and Founder
DVLP Medicines

Mr. Has Patel
Founder
Infologic

Dr. Corinne Peek-Asa
Vice Chancellor
Research and Innovation
UC San Diego

Ms. Michelle Perez

Interim Director

Utilities and Sustainability
Operations Management and Capital
Programs

UC San Diego

Dr. Bernadett Petri
Managing Director
Hungarian Development Promotion Office

Mr. Jeff Picard
Founder
Frontier Catalyst

Ms. Preeti Pincha
Consultant
Deloitte

Dr. Albert “Al” P. Pisano
Professor and Dean

Jacobs School of Engineering
Walter J. Zable Endowed Chair of
Engineering

Special Advisor to the Chancellor
UC San Diego



Competitiveness Conversations Across America — San Diego | Participants

Dr. Kit Pogliano
Dean

Biological Sciences
UC San Diego

Mr. Joseph Porter

Senior Vice President

IT Data, Pipelines, Platforms
The Procter & Gamble Company

Dr. Todd Pray

Chief Strategic Partnerships Officer
Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory

Mr. Giuseppe Raffa
Principal Engineer
Intel Corp.

Dr. Ramesh Rao
Director

Distinguished Professor
UC San Diego

Ms. Heidi Rataj
Director of Design
UC San Diego

Mr. Alessandro Rinaldi
Partner
Launch Factory

Dr. Paul Roben

Associate Vice Chancellor

Office of Innovation and Commercialization
UC San Diego

Ms. Cheryl Robinson

Senior Director

Special Communications Initiatives
UC San Diego

© 2026 Council on Competitiveness

Dr. Elaine Rodriguez

Director of Operations

Global Federation of Competitiveness
Councils (GFCC)

Ms. Monique Rodriguez
Vice President
Government Affairs
QUALCOMM, Inc.

Mr. Pasquale Romano
CEO
Tempo

Miguel Romero

Senior Vice President
Chief Commercial Officer
San Diego Gas & Electric

Mr. Christopher Rowan
Managing Director
Arscientia

Mrs. Phoebe Senowitz
Health Coach
UC San Diego Health

Dr. Drew Senyei
Venture Capital Advisor
Lumalake Al

Mr. Jeongmin Seo
Student
UC San Diego

Mr. AJ Shah
Account Executive
Cisco Systems

Dr. Aras Sheikhi

CEO
JANUS Innovation Hub

10



Competitiveness Conversations Across America — San Diego | Participants

Ms. Alice Sherman
Deputy Chief Operating Officer
UC San Diego Foundation

Mr. Yosuke Shimizu
Innovation Technology Researcher
Nitto Denko Technical

Mr. Rolf Simmonds
Regional Leader
Cisco Systems

Dr. Karandeep Singh
Chief Health Al Officer
UC San Diego

Mr. Gunjan Sinha
Chairman
OpenGrowth.Ventures

Mrs. Anna Smith
Systems Administrator
UC San Diego

Mr. Brandon Smith
Developer
Sproutworks

Dr. Garrett Smith
Managing Partner
ReefHaven Ventures

Mr. Arne Solbak
Director

Enzyme Innovation
BASF Corp

Mr. Owen Stanley

Educational Technology Specialist
Information Technology Services
UC San Diego

© 2026 Council on Competitiveness

Ms. Jane M. Starrett
Special Projects Coordinator
Division of Extended Studies
UC San Diego

Dr. Carolyn Stephens
Managing Director
Enterprise Collaboration
University of California, Irvine

Ms. Nidhi Sunkam
Account Manager
Keysight Technologies

Mr. Lee Tacliad
Associate Director
Alumni Relations
UC San Diego

Mr. Scott Tait
Chief Operating Officer
Lumetec

Dr. Yves Theriault

Chief Catalyst for Innovation and
Entrepreneurship

UC San Diego

Mr. Roel Tibosch
Senior Manager
Strategic Initiatives
UC San Diego

Ms. Susan Tousi
CEO
DELFI Diagnostics, Inc.

Ms. Mia Tran

Program Analyst
Legends Del Mar

11



Competitiveness Conversations Across America — San Diego | Participants

Dr. Irem Tumer

Vice President

Research and Innovation
Oregon State University

Dr. Kellie Uyeda
Executive Director
UC San Diego Natural Reserve System

Dr. Jon van den Akker
Systems Analyst
Independent/Autonomous

Mrs. Stephanie Velic
Housing Dining Hospitality (HDH)
UC San Diego

Ms. Thai Vu
Fellow
L3Harris Technologies

Ms. Miwako Waga

Senior Director

International Innovation Outreach
UC San Diego

Ms. Noor Ward

Senior Director

Business Development and Strategic
Partnerships

Axiom Space

Dr. Sam Ward

Senior Associate Vice Chancellor
Research and Innovation

UC San Diego

Dr. Marc A. Weiss

Chairman and CEO
Global Urban Development (GUD)

© 2026 Council on Competitiveness

Dr. Lily Weng

Assistant Professor

Halicioglu Data Science Institute (HDSI)
UC San Diego

Dr. Sara Werner

Executive Director of Strategic Programs
School of Biological Sciences

UC San Diego

Ms. Angela Whiteside
President and Founder
KickStage Consulting, Inc.

Dr. Peggy Whitson

Senior Vice President
Human Spaceflight Training
Axiom Space

Dr. Michael Wolf
Senior Fellow
Council on Competitiveness

Dr. Lawrence Woolf

Technical Fellow

General Atomics Aeronautical Systems,
Inc.

Dr. Robert Wright

Vice Provost (Interim)
Research and Scholarship
University of Hawaii at Manoa

Mr. Fan Wu

Student
UC San Diego

12



Competitiveness Conversations Across America — San Diego | Participants

Dr. Frank Wuerthwein

Director

San Diego Supercomputer Center
UC San Diego

Mrs. Daisy Xie
Management Consultant
Accenture

Graduate Student

UC San Diego

Dr. Gene Yeo

Professor
UC San Diego

© 2026 Council on Competitiveness

Mr. Michael Zahorik
Consultant

Miss Beeta Zamani
Student
UC San Diego

Mr. James Zanewicz
CEO
Connect

Ms. Fiona Zou
Student
UC San Diego

13



