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Participants 
 

Inaugural U.S.-Australia Innovation Dialogue 
Sponsored by Charles Kiefel AM 

 
 
 
HOSTS 
 
Mr. Charles Kiefel AM (bio) 
Chairman 
Australian Advisory Board on 
Competitiveness  
 
The Hon. Deborah L. Wince-Smith  
President and CEO 
Council on Competitiveness  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PARTICIPANTS 

Mr. Arun Abey AM 
Executive Chairman 
Walsh Bay Partners 
-and- 
Chairman 
External Advisory Board 
College of Business and Economics 
Australian National University 

Dr. Roberto Alvarez 
Executive Director 
GFCC 

Ms. Anna-Maria Arabia OAM 
Chief Executive 
Australian Academy of Science 

Mr. Ryan Arrold 
Non Executive Director 
Verdant Minerals 

Dr. Stella Barber 
Director Communications 
Principals Funds Pty Limited 
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Prof. Russell Boyce 
Managing Director 
Mission Assurance 

Dr. Geoff Brooke 
Senior Partner 
BioScience Managers 

Mr. Niall Cairns 
Executive Chairman 
Cardiex Limited 
 
Mr. Bill Calcraft 
Senior Advisor and Non-Executive Director 
Denham Capital 

Mr. Rohit Choksi 
CEO 
Australia -and- 
Head of Campus 
Sydney 
S P Jain School of Global Management 

Mr. Dean Commons 
Managing Director 
MITRE Australia 

Mr. Jim Cooney 
Non-Executive Chairman 
TCI Renewables 

Mrs. Claire De Carteret 
Managing Director 
Gallup 

Mr. Peter Derbyshire 
Director 
Policy and International Affairs 
The Australian Academy of Technological 
Sciences and Engineering 

Dr. Peter Dorhout 
Vice President for Research 
Iowa State University 

Mr. Paul Davies 
Director 
Government Affairs for Australasia 
Abbott Australia 

Mr. Chad Evans 
Executive Vice President and  
Chief Operating Officer 
Council on Competitiveness 

Dr. Kate Evans 
Director 
Office of Institutional Strategic Planning 
Oak Ridge National Laboratory 

Mr. James Fairley 
Global Engagement Manager 
Critical Tech 
Australian Trade & Investment Commission 

Dr. Suresh Garimella 
President 
University of Arizona 

Dr. Brett Goldstein 
Special Advisor to the Chancellor on 
National Security and Strategic Initiatives  
-and- Research Professor 
School of Engineering 
Vanderbilt University 

Dr. Steve Gourlay 
Managing Director and Chief Executive 
Officer 
Actinogen 

Ms. Kate Groves 
Head of Philanthropy 
Australian Academy of Science 
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Mr. Pierre Habshi 
Political and Economic Affairs 
US Consulate Sydney 

Ms. Colleen Harkin 
Director 
IPA Schools Program and Research Fellow 
Institute of Public Affairs 

Ms. Georgina Harrowell 
Commercial Specialist 
US Department of Commerce 

Ms. Melissa Hill 
U.S. Diplomat 
Department of Commerce 

Mr. Aredith Janarth 
Student 
University of Sydney 

Mr. Saul Kavonic 
Head of Energy Research 
MST Financial 

Mr. Stewart Kiefel 
IT Crowd 
Principals Funds Management 

Mr. Demus King 
General Manager Trade and Investment 
MCA 

Mr. Steve Knode 
Senior Commercial Officer 
U.S. Commercial Service 

Mrs. Anne Lingafelter 
Principal 
Workplace Advisory 
Gallup 

Mr. Mal McComas 
Private Investor 
-and- 
Lawyer 
-and- 
Public Company Director 
Actinogen Medical 
-and- 
Director 
Core Lithium 

Ms. Tracey Monahan 
Director Special Projects 
Key Options 

Mr. Phil Morle 
Partner 
Main Sequence 

Ms. Rana Nusheiwat 
Commercial Specialist 
U.S. Consulate Sydney 

Ms. Anne O'Neill 
Director 
Office for Health & Medical Research, NSW 
Health 

Ms. April Palmerlee 
CEO 
AmCham Australia 
-and- 
Chairman 
AmChams of Asia Pacific 

Dr. Mark Peters 
President and CEO 
MITRE Corporation 

Mr. Angus Russell 
Business Development Manager – Critical 
Technology 
Invest South Australia 
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Mrs. Brenda Shanahan 
Chair 
ACMD 

The Hon. Arthur Sinodinos AO 
Partner and Chair of the Australia Practice 
The Asia Group 

Mr. Jon Spaits 
Development and Innovation Manager 
CSIRO – Commonwealth Scientific & 
Industrial Research Organisation 

Dr. Rachel Swift 
Executive Director 
Future Securities AI 

Mr. Andrew Thirlwell 
Director 
Policy and Public Affairs 
Pfizer 
 
Mr. Robert Thomas 
Chair 
Starpharma -and- 
Director 
O’Connell Street Associates 

Ms. Kathryn Tinker 
Advisor 
Mandala Partners 

Mr. Janar Weerasingam 
Director 
JW Family Trust 

Dr. Michael Wolf 
Senior Vice President 
Global Head of Operations 
Hevolution 

 

Dr. Katherine Woodthorpe AO 
President 
Australian Academy of Technological 
Sciences & Engineering 

Ms. Sally-Ann Williams 
CEO 
Cicada Innovations 

Prof. Stephen Wilson 
Adjunct Professor 
Energy Management 
School of Mechanical and Mining 
Engineering 
The University of Queensland Australia 

Mr. Rick Wylie 
CEO 
KeyOptions 

Mr. Derek Young 
Chief Growth Officer 
Walsh Bay Partners 

 

 

 


